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Here, then, did the Phoenicians ind a suitable country to
live in, that satisfied alt their requirements as a sea-faring
people. But this immigration was made long long after their
leaving Sapta-Sindhu, which must have taken place several
thousand years ago, and of which they had only a vague tradi-
tion, In the course of their wanderings and settlements in
various lands, they intermingled with the native populations,
And cou|d not, therefore, retain the pristine purity of their
Aryan blood, but were transf ormed into an altogether new
people neither purely Aryan, nor purely Semitic, nor Tura-
nian. Their speech also underwent a thorough change, but
like the Tamil-speaking Aryans of Southern India, they could
not help retaining some words of Sanskrit origin, and the
names of some of the Gods whom their fcrefathers had
worshipped in Sapta-Sindhu.
European scholars regard the Phoenicians as a race not
separated from the rest of the Canaanites, especially from the
various elements of the pre-Israelite population of Palestine.
They regard their history as " only that of a section of the
Canaanite race, the history of that portion which, as far back
as the times to which the earliest historical information con*
cerning this territory refers, had fixed its abode not in the
interior of Palestine but on the edge of the sea...Although in
the matter of descent no difference can be discovered between
them and the other Canaanites, historical science must, never-
thele$S) regard them as a different people. It is in this sense
that they are spoken of as a Phoenician race, the Phoenician
people/"1 This looks like a tardy and halting admission of
the fact that though the Phoenicians resembled the Canaanites
in many respects, there was something in their character and
genius, which was distinctly their own, and distinguished them
from the rest
In the opinion of eminent geologists, Phoenicia was an
inhabited country at some wholly pre-historic period long
*   Mid, Vol. II, pp. 259-260,